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SPANISH COURT

TO  M.   TALLEYRAND,   PRINCE   OF  BENEVENTO,  VICE-GRAND

ELECTOR

BAYONNE, May i, 1808.

I HAVE received your letter of April 27. The Spanish
minister has written a quite ridiculous letter to Champagny
complaining of the statement in the papers that King Charles
was forced to abdicate. Tell him that he ought to have read
the Moniteur; that I have seen King Charles and the Queen,
and that they gave their sons a very bad reception: that for
several hours they went in fear of their lives, and that if the
King had not signed his abdication they would have been
assassinated. Make the same statement to the assembled
ambassadors, and add that the King has been much surprised
that the foreign ministers at Madrid should have recognised
the new king; that the French minister, representing the
only power in a position to control his affairs, has not
recognised him; that when this minister asked the King
whether his abdication had been voluntary, he replied: 'That
is a subject which I am keeping for a letter to my brother
the Emperor of the French'; that this hint was enough for
M. de Beauharnais, who had the good sense not to recognise
Ferdinand VII; that the King's fife, and the Queen's, were
only saved at the price of abdication: and that the following
day he made his daughter, the Queen of Etruria, write to
the Grand Duke of Berg; hence the document that appeared
in the Moniteur.

The Prince of the Asturias is a brute, a bad lot, and an
enemy of France. You can imagine that, with my experience
of managing men, his 24 years quite failed to impress me;
indeed my mind is so clear about him that nothing less than
a long war would induce me to recognise him as King of
Spain. Further than that, I notified him that, as King Charles
was on the French frontier, I could not have any more
dealings with him. In pursuance of this attitude I arrested
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